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“By faith all things are fulfilled: Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might with 
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hope cometh of faith maketh an Anchor to the souls of men, which would make 

them sure and steadfast, always abounding in good works, being led to glorify     
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Algonac BranchAlgonac BranchAlgonac BranchAlgonac Branch            By: Val Bradley 

 

 
“For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)  In this day 
of confusion and turmoil, we need to 
remember that our hope is in the Lord.  
Even when it seems all around us is 
uncertainty, He has a PLAN! 
 

Our branch held its annual Spring Banquet 
at the Golden Hawk Golf Course on May 
17.  We had a fairly good turnout.  The 
food was delicious, as always.  Our 
Women’s Leader, Nina Powers, gave each 
of the women a pretty white resin angel 
and also each couple received a current 
issue of Our Daily Bread booklet.  Thanks, 
Nina!  There was also a celebration in 
honor of Jim and Val Bradley’s 24th 
anniversary.  Everyone shared a delicious 
chocolate cake and they were given a 
beautiful anniversary card signed by the 
group, which was much appreciated.  It 
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was a delightful evening and we all 
enjoyed great fellowship.   
 
May 20 – 22, Bethany Moses was able to 
attend the Older Youth Retreat held at the 
Garden City Restoration Branch.  The 
classes were taught by Fred Brown, Jr., 
Mark Burnard, and Rex Monarch.  They 
discussed Zionic Living, which included the 
steps each one needed to take to get there 
and changes that needed to be made in 
their lives.  Kathleen Modders was in 
charge of the crafts.  On Saturday evening 
they went to a recreational facility and had 
fun playing basketball, then went 
swimming.  Bethany reported that the 
retreat was a good experience. 
 
Algonac Rummage Sale – As reported by 
Wendy Holmes 
Knowing we all have lots of “stuff” we 
decided we should have a rummage sale. 
We planned on May 27th & 28th, so on 
Thursday, the 26th Wendy Holmes, Elaine 
King, Tim Holmes, Connie Burns, Amy 
Nagy, Elaine Harm and Hod & Nina Powers 
all met at church and we spent most of our 
evening sorting out all of the goodies. 
Thanks to Hod & Nina, we had lots of neat 
stuff. By the time we were done sorting 
and separating, our room was full of a 
wide variety of items! 
Friday morning we were to open at 9 and 
had good intentions of being there by 
8:30…but as usual Elaine (King) & Wendy 
were running fashionably late ☺☺☺☺ and as we 
arrived at 9 there were customers waiting 
in the lot! We were quite busy for the 
morning. We also had to get our yummy 
Bake Sale table ready. It was loaded with 
all homemade goodies… bread, banana 
bread, brownies, rice krispy treats, 7 layer 
bars, cookies and of course our famous 
“decorate your own cupcake.”  It’s quite 
popular with the younger crowd! We also 
had a couple of special pies that Nina 
made, and they went quick!  Nina & Hod 
showed up with another truckload of 
“stuff” for us to sell so we spent part of 

our afternoon organizing and putting out 
the new items.  We had many interesting 
customers, several of which we had nice 
conversations with. One memorable 
gentleman came in with his finger 
bandaged up with a whole lot of white 
gauze. He seemed to be in some pain, so 
we questioned him about his obvious 
injury and found out that 4 days prior he 
had caught his finger in the door at a 
McDonalds Restaurant and it was actually 
cut off. They tried unsuccessfully to 
reattach it. Turns out he had just gotten 
out of the hospital. So we said a prayer 
right then and told him we would continue 
to pray for him. He seemed very thankful. 
Another lady came up asking if we had any 
“sugar-free” items at our bake sale. When 
we questioned her about it, surprisingly 
she said that 2 years ago her family was in 
bad shape and had been constantly in 
prayer about them. She thought she had to 
do something drastic so she decided to 
give up all food products with sugar; the 
only sugar she gets is from fruit. She said 
watermelon really helped her thru the 
rough times. She gave up the sugar in 
hopes God would somehow help her family 
seeing all the effort she was willing to put 
forth. And of course He came thru for her 
and her family.  She says they have come a 
long way!! And much happier and 
healthier!! She was really an inspiration to 
all of us there.  
Then Elaine overheard a woman looking 
for a dress to wear to her daughter’s 
wedding. Like a good salesgirl, Elaine 
directed her to the beautiful dresses Kelly 
Williams had donated and to her surprise 
she found the “perfect” dress at an 
awesome price! We made her day for 
sure!! She left smiling! Made us feel pretty 
good too!  All in all it was a wonderful day.  
We got to know a few more people in our 
community and also handed out some 
literature with our church info and 
meeting times on it. So we just may see 
some new faces one of these days! And in 
the process ridded our homes of excess 
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“stuff” and made about $600.00!!  We 
were pleasantly surprised how well we 
did! It really gave us the incentive to do it 
again next year. So save your excess 
“stuff” for us and we will get rid of it for 
you! We also had a lot of fun too, so 
Connie came up with a totally awesome 
idea. We will be hosting a Holiday Bake 
Sale at our Algonac Branch on Dec 9th & 
10th. We will have homemade baked goods 
and also jars of goodies that will be easy 
to make during the holiday rush. So plan 
on taking a trip to Algonac to check out 
our Holiday Bake Sale!! We look forward to 
seeing you! 
 
On Sunday, June 12, we held our annual 
service and potluck picnic at Beebe Park in 
Richmond.  A large group attended, in 
spite of the chilly weather.  Scott Bolt from 
the Port Huron/Sarnia Branch brought our 
special music.  His songs, accompanied by 
the guitar, were melodious and worshipful 
and his music ministry was much 
appreciated.  Elder Todd Yaney brought 
the 11:00 message about black and white.  
He said there is a line … and it’s either 
right, or it’s wrong.  The Lord has given us 
directions (a standard) on how to live.  His 
Word is the absolute truth.  If we don’t 
follow it, it doesn’t do us any good … we 
are literally lost without it!  Thanks, Todd, 
for your unique (as always!) message.  
After we ate, Kelli had a couple of 
activities for the little ones, including a 
piñata.  The food and fellowship was great, 
but due to the cold weather, we ate and 
visited quickly, as we were anxious to get 
home and warm up!   
 
On Sunday, June 19, we had a wonderful 
Father’s Day service.  Ray Moses brought 
the ministry of music.  He sang “The Lord’s 
Prayer.”  It was very powerful and moving.  
Elder Todd Moses gave an excellent 
Father’s Day sermon.  He read Scriptures 
about father/son relationships and the 
characteristics of our Heavenly Father.  He 
also read a story entitled, “Who’s Your 

Daddy?”  It pointed out that even if we 
never knew our earthly fathers, or did not 
have a father who set a good example, we 
need to remember that we all have a 
Heavenly Father … we are all children of 
God.  We have a great inheritance and we 
need to claim it!  He also gave the 
congregation a chance to share one 
characteristic of our earthly fathers, or 
something they taught us.  Todd then gave 
a touching tribute to his Dad, Ray.  At the 
end of the service, Kelli Williams did a 
presentation with the kids.  Bethany Moses 
did a reading about fathers, and then the 
children handed out booklets about honor 
(by Norman Vincent Peale) to all the men. 
 
Bethany Moses was able to be a part of the 
Older Youth Camp the week of July 10 at 
the Sanford Church Campgrounds.  The 
theme was “Spiritual Anatomy.”  How to 
control the tongue, what’s in your heart, 
etc.  The classes were taught by Fred 
Brown Sr., Fred Brown Jr., and Jay 
Havener.  Kathi Havener and Kathleen 
Modders were in charge of the crafts.  
Helen Brown and Tracy Stokes were the 
cooks.  Jay Havener handled the 
recreation, which included swimming, card 
games and “Capture the Flag.”  Bethany 
stated that one of the most memorable 
moments for her were the campfires.  She 
really enjoyed singing songs, telling 
stories, and said it was a good opportunity 
to learn more about each other and 
become closer. 
 
Brianna Morrison helped out as a 
Counselor-in-Training (CIT) at the Kids 
Camp in Erie Beach July 17 – 23.  The 
camp was directed by Betty Lou Neuman 
and Ron Saylor.  Brianna’s duties included 
assisting the children with projects, 
looking up Scriptures, making sure they 
got to class on time and in bed on time!  
When asked about the “most fun” activity, 
she mentioned the water balloon games, 
because of the interaction with everyone.  
She stated that she really enjoyed the 
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entire week and the opportunity to work 
together and fellowship with the kids and 
the adults. 
 
Algonac Fireworks – As reported by Connie 
Burns   
The fireworks were supposed to be on 
(Sat.) July 2, 2011. Notice I said, "were".  
Tim and Wendy Holmes arrived early 
bringing along Elaine King and Marilyn 
Canham.  I like to think of the 3 girls as a 
complete "team," with Tim being there to 
keep them in tack.  Dick and I arrived just 
in time for sloppy joes, baked beans, chips, 
and plenty of water. The temperature 
outside was 90+ and very humid. We 
welcomed the cool air in our Fellowship 
Hall.  We were all set up ready to greet our 
parking lot guests, with baked goods, and 
plenty of cold water to sell.  As the evening 
grew closer to the time of our expected 
cars to come, the skies were beginning to 
turn dark, and the clouds were rolling so 
fast. Nothing like I've ever seen. All of a 
sudden, thunder cracked and 
lightening bolts filled the skies. We hurried 
up and put things inside just in the nick of 
time. At one point we saw a bright glow in 
the sky, then the action began. Fire trucks 
flew by us, along with the police. Our men 
went off to see what had happened. 
Turned out to be about 3-4 blocks from the 
church.  Once the rain passed by, the sky 
was as if someone left a huge bug light 
on. The yellow rays in the sky were truly a 
sight to see. It really was pretty. I'm 
thankful that we were safe in the Lord’s 
house waiting to do His work.  That 
evening we had one car, and they bought 
some goodies. The next night Tim went 
back to the church and parked a few more 
cars. We made some money, but not like in 
the past.  Hopefully next year will bring a 
more eventful evening. However, we were 
blessed. Thank you Father for the 
protection you gave to us, and the 
community. 
 

Reunion 2011 – As Reported by Todd 
Moses 
July 25th kicked off the Greater-Michigan’s 
week-long family camp at Wesleyan 
Woods Campgrounds in Vassar, Michigan. 
Once again the Lord blessed us throughout 
the week. The visiting Elders Jared Smith, 
Kevin Anderson and Karl Anderson brought 
much ministry through their spoken word 
and their interactions with the saints. 
Their families were a joy to meet and 
worship our Lord & Savior, Jesus Christ 
with. There were classes for all ages, fun 
recreation activities each day and great 
campfires to end each evening ... and, of 
course, great treats and daily fellowship at 
the Canteen! The Lord even blessed us 
with great weather during camp. The days 
were not too hot and the evenings cooled 
down for great sleeping weather. The rain 
held off during the daytime and then 
watered the earth at night, while most 
were sleeping soundly in their rooms, 
trailers or tents. On Saturday, we 
celebrated the baptisms and confirmations 
of Sam Hoover and Liz Moses. Yea! I was 
blessed with the opportunity to baptize my 
wife at reunion this summer. What a great 
week all around! 
 
Todd’s Reunion Testimony  
As some campers know, we had a bit of 
leaking in the tabernacle, and as chance 
would have it, it was directly over my 
electronic keyboard. Thursday morning, I 
discovered a thoroughly drenched hymnal 
on my music stand and traces of water all 
over my keyboard. Well, the Lord blessed 
me through it all, for the keyboard began 
to work, but later the screen went blank 
and there was nothing. Thankfully it went 
out during choir rehearsal, since the choir 
was singing that night, and it allowed us to 
rehearse without the keyboard. The Lord 
led me in the selection of the song, for it 
worked wonderfully as an a cappella piece. 
Well, I took the back off the keyboard and 
set up a couple of fans to blow on it, then 
prayed that the Lord would take care of 
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everything, which is exactly what He did. 
Thursday night, the director-of-the-
ground’s son lent us his keyboard, which 
he had just purchased that day, so we had 
music accompaniment Thursday night. For 
Friday, Fred and Helen Brown went to their 
house and brought a keyboard back to 
camp, and Dawn Modders had a keyboard 
back at her camper, so once again we had 
music Friday night. Throughout these 2 
days, I would check my keyboard 
periodically, just to find that it still wasn’t 
working. Following Friday night’s 
preaching service, I turned on my 
keyboard once again to find that the Lord 
blessed me again and it was entirely 
functional. Praise the Lord for all the 
goodness He imparts! 
 
 
News and Notes 
 

• Liz Moses was baptized on July 30 
during reunion at Wesleyan Woods 
Campgrounds.  Elder Jay Havener 
was in charge of the service.  Elder 
Fred Brown, Jr. gave a wonderful 
charge to the baptismal candidates 
and Scott Bolt sang a beautiful song 
that he wrote specifically for this 
service.  She was then baptized by 
her husband, Elder Todd Moses.  
What a joyful experience!  There was 
such a sweet spirit present as this 
marvelous ordinance took place.  Liz 
has been a part of our Algonac 
church family for many years, and 
we were all thrilled to see her take 
this next step as she further 
dedicates her life in service to Him.  
Congratulations, Liz … we’re so 
happy for you! 

 

 
 

  
 

• Prayers would be appreciated for 
Todd’s Mom & Dad - Jane Yaney 
(cancer) & Cliff Yaney (broken leg), 
Gary and Marge Holmes, Ray Moses, 
Nina Powers (eyes), Dick Burns, Tim 
Holmes, Kelli Williams, Barbara & 
Bruce Krinke, and Jim Bradley.   

 
 
We have really enjoyed seeing a lot of 
the saints this summer … especially at 
our annual reunion at the campgrounds.  
Hope you continue to enjoy this season 
and have a chance to relax a little 
before the start of fall’s hectic 
activities.  As always, you remain in our 
thoughts and prayers.  
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Sept.5th Labor Day 

 

    

Have a safe & happy Labor Day 

Weekend! 

 
Sept. 16

th
 National POW/MIA 

Recognition Day  

 

 Never Forget!!! 

 

Sept. 17
th

 Constitution Day and 

Citizenship Day   

 

We are fortunate to live in this land of 

Freedom & Liberty 

    

    

OakwoodOakwoodOakwoodOakwood            By: Kathleen Modders 

Reunion for 2011 was a success. We 
want to thank Mick Ruch for another year 
of organizing and directing us through our 
week of ZION. So much work goes into it, 
and he does such a great job! Special 
thanks and recognition to everyone who 
was involved, you know who you are. We 
hope everyone who took pictures will post 
them on Facebook. 

Congratulations to our new member, 
Sammy Hoover who was baptized at the 
reunion by Priest Chet Slagor on Saturday 
July 30. 

 

  

 

Just a reminder for all the women, 
the Regional Women’s Retreat is coming 
soon, October 14-16 at Wesleyan Woods 
Campgrounds, we hope everyone can 
come. The registration form is included in 
this newsletter, so send it in today!! 
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We will be having a costume potluck 
party on October 27, with a costume 
contest, games, and prizes. Young and old, 
please come and join the fun at 5 pm until 
8 pm. 

Oakwood has put a top coat on our 
parking lot and soon will be restriped. 
We’ve put up new lights in our front 
hallway and added another railing in our 
front entry room and a railing at the rear 
entrance. 

Just a reminder to all youth, 
Oakwood’s Jr Church will be starting back 
up at the start of the new school year on 
the second and fourth Sundays of each 
month. Please encourage your children to 
attend, and have them bring a friend. 

Jay and Kathi Havener have started 
a regional youth commission to plan 
regional youth activities and trips to get all 
youth together throughout the year. We all 
need to stand behind them and support 
our youth programs. Remember when you 
were a kid and how much fun you had. We 
need to pass that spirit onto our children. 
It may not be convenient at times, but it is 
an investment for their futures that we 
cannot afford to pass up. BE BOLD. 

Congratulations to Cody Ruch, he 
graduated this year from Oxford High 
School. 

The Regional woman’s department 
compiled a cookbook as a fundraiser. We 
sold some of them at the Reunion and 
collected $315! And we are looking 
forward to selling more books. We will 
bring them to the woman’s retreat to sell 
$5 per book. Buy one for your friends and 
family! Anyone that needs some to sell at 
your event to help out the regional 
woman’s department please let Kathleen 
Modders know, and she will get them to 
you. 

Thank you to Elder Jay Havener for 
the past six months of being our Pastor. 
We welcome our new Pastor, Elder 
Graham Fishwild for the next six months. 

We had a memorial service for Sister 
Bettie “Dawn” Fox, on Thursday, June 9. 
Dawn was a firm believer in the Book of 
Mormon and a third generation Latter Day 
Saint. Our hearts go out to the family she 
left behind. 

 

We are planning a trip to Cedar Point 
on Saturday, September 19! We will be 
meeting at Oakwood Church at 7 am for 
breakfast, and we’ll be leaving between 
7:30 - 7:45 am. Children under 18 will be 
paid for, and everyone else will be asked to 
pay for their own tickets. We will be 
purchasing tickets ahead of time to get the 
group rate, so please let Kathleen Modders 
know as soon as possible if you want to 
go. Leave a text or voice message at 810-
358-2089 with names of each kid/ adult 
attending. Lunch and dinner will be 
provided also. We will meet back at the 
vehicles for both lunch and dinner. Each 
adult will be assigned a group of kids to be 
responsible for. We will be arriving back at 
Oakwood around 10:30 or 11 pm, and we 
will call parents with kids to be picked up 
when we leave giving them an exact time 
we will be arriving back at Oakwood. Kids 
needing a ride early Saturday morning can 
stay overnight with Mike and Kathleen if 
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needed, or can spend Saturday night and 
have their parents pick them up Sunday 
morning at Oakwood at church. If they 
would be staying with Mike and Kathleen 
Modders, parents will need to send a 
sleeping bag and pillow along with Sunday 
clothes and any toiletries needed. Parents 
MUST contact Kathleen Modders ahead of 
time to schedule an overnight. 

Oakwood’s Cole Vandenberg, Nick 
Brown, Joey Brown, Jackson Nagy, Dustin 
Michael, and Jonathan Modders all 
attended the Zion’s Youth Camp in 
Sanford, Michigan, July 10 -16 with 
Mallory and Joshua Johnson also attending 
part time as CITs. We were blessed to once 
again have Clareen Carroll attend as our 
camp nurse; Elder Fred Brown Jr. as our 
teacher, boys’ counselor and campfire 
director; Elder Fred Brown Sr. as our 
pastor and teacher; Helen Brown and 
Tracy Stokes as our camp cooks; Kathleen 
Modders as our girl’s counselor and log 
creator; Kathi Havener as our co-camp 
director, craft teacher and girls’ counselor; 
and Elder Jay Havener as our co-camp 
director and teacher. Oakwood is really 
dedicated to our kids and to this camp! 
They were accompanied by Bethany Moses 
(Algonac), Raven Franks (Hartland), John 
Daniels (Otter Lake) and also Robert 
Copus, from Missouri as a CIT for the 
whole week. The pictures from the week 
are posted on Kathleen Modders’ Facebook 
page. Find her and add her as a friend if 
you want to see the pictures, as only 
friends can see the pictures, they will not 
be public. The theme this year was 
“Spiritual Anatomy” with Jay, Fred, and 
Fred Jr. delivering very thought provoking 
classes – which even included home work 
(or is that camp work??) and a scavenger 
hunt. In craft class, the kids all made Bible 
carrying bags by cutting and tying t-shirts. 
Kathleen Modders helped create the tie-
dyed camp T-shirt, which everyone wore 
to church the next Sunday, including all 
the staff. Capture the flag was the game of 

choice all week, with kids and staff often 
playing at night under cover of darkness. 
For our goofy Olympics, we raced on 
tricycles and had egg fights. We also had 
to put a shower cap spread with peanut 
butter on one of our team member’s head 
and dip them upside down into a big bowl 
of cereal. Then we counted who collected 
the most cereal…very fun…messy, but 
very fun! One of the best games was when 
Jay paired us up into teams, duct taped an 
Alka-Seltzer to our foreheads, and gave us 
a water pistol to squirt our opponent’s 
Alka-Seltzer to see which one would 
dissolve first…of course we all wore 
goggles…and the water felt great in the 
summer heat! After that game, all the 
campers grabbed the water bucket and 
dumped it over Kathi Havener’s head! That 
was Kathi’s favorite part of camp for sure! 
Camp next year will be the last week in 
June, and we pray that all parents reading 
this will make sure that their kids in 
grades 7 – 12 come to camp…this is where 
good Christian memories are made and 
life-time friendships are renewed… 

Kids grades 7 through young adult 
are invited to go on the annual regional 
Older Youth Canoe Trip August 19 - 20 in 
Gaylord. Kathi Havener is coordinating this 
again this year; so if you are interested, 
call her for details. Cost is $25 and 
includes canoe and food. Those attending 
will need to buy their supper on the road 
Friday night and their supper on the road 
Saturday night.  

The Oakwood Women’s Group is 
hitting the road! We’re going to 
Shipshewana, Indiana, for an overnight on 
August 30 -31. We are planning on 
enjoying the flea market, shopping in 
town, attending a dinner play at the local 
theatre, and touring the local museum to 
learn about the roots of the Anabaptist 
movement that sparked the Amish and 
Mennonite religions. 
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We have some directory additions: 
Bill & Ruth Ann Hulse, 4778 Metamora Rd., 
Metamora, MI 48455 (H) 810-678-8382 
(C) 586-212-3688, email: 
bhulse01@yahoo.com. There are a few 
phone number corrections: Mick Ruch 
Family (H) 810-820-7340, Mick Ruch (C) 
248-736-4352, Shawn Ruch (C) 810-884-
2475, Mike Ruch (C) 810-884-4322, Matt 
Mervyn (C) 919-475-7591.  

There also are a few Address 
Corrections:  Scott & Debbie Michael: 28 
Pineview Dr., Flint, MI 48506, Bradley 
Millen: 142 laurel Leah, Oxford, MI 48371, 
Tyrone Millen: 50 Glansworth, Lake Orion, 
MI 48362. On Mary Richards address you 
need to add her apartment number, 109. 
IF YOU HAVE DIRECTORY CHANGES, 
PLEASE SEND THEM VIA EMAIL TO KATHI 
HAVENER. 

Happy Birthday to our Oakwood 
members: 

September Birthdays: Dawn Modders: 1, 
Becky Smith Humphrey: 7, Jessica Murphy: 
12, Eloise Boat: 15, Bill Holcomb: 16, Scott 
Michael: 18, Graham Fishwild: 19, Jann 
Wilson: 22, Helen Smith: 23 

October Birthdays: Ryan Wilson: 7, Fred 
Brown Jr.: 8, Helene Danicki: 8, Debbie 
Millen: 23, Shawn Ruch: 25, Sara Ruch: 26 

November Birthdays: Nick Brown: 8, Helen 
McNeil: 14, Jacob Havener: 17, Cole 
Vandenberg: 20, Jared Carl: 24 

December Birthdays: Bob Ruch: 2, Ty 
Millen: 4, Drew Vandenberg: 6, Parker 
Mervyn: 8, Helen Brown: 9, Doris Mueller: 
16, Clareen Carroll: 20, Jesus Christ: 25, 
Laurie MacDonald: 25, Mick Ruch: 26, 
Jonathon Modders: 26, Marissa Wilson: 27 

SanilacSanilacSanilacSanilac            By: Kathleen Palmer 
“Therefore, let your light so shine before 
this world, that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father in Heaven.”  
Matthew 5:18 
 
It seems as though the April showers have 
continued into May.  We are all anxiously 
awaiting warmer weather, after a cold, 
snowy winter.  Especially the farmers, who 
need to get their crops in. 
 
Lowell and Dora’s daughter, Julia, 
graduated from Central Michigan 
University with a Bachelor of Science and 
Nutrition degree.  In the spring of 2012, 
Julia will continue her education in a 
Physician Assistant Program. 
 
Gary Des Jardins, who is in the 6th grade 
band, played his trumpet in the Peck 
Spring Band Concert.  Steve and Missy 
Parker’s daughter, Maddie, played her 
flute in the 5th grade Peck band.  We are 
proud of both of you. 
 
Emma Des Jardins had her first ballet 
debut.  She and all the ballerinas were 
adorable as they performed their ballet 
routine. 
 
Barb Eliason was able to travel to Missouri 
to be with her mother, Jane Rich and 
family for Mother’s Day and also to 
celebrate her 90th birthday. 
 
Wayne and Mary Lou Bartrow celebrated 
Mother’s Day in Florida with their family. 
 
Bill and Kathleen Palmer traveled to the 
Wisconsin Dells and had a very enjoyable 
time. 
 
On May 14th, Barb Eliason traveled to Port 
Huron Children’s Spring Retreat to teach a 
class about worship centers. 
 
Tom Essenmacher was ordained on May 
15th to a Priest by Elder Barent Eliason and 
Priest Bob Harris.  It was a very spiritual 
service.  Several members of Tom’s family 
were present, as were his church family.  
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Afterwards dinner and wonderful 
fellowship was enjoyed by all.  Tom, Janine 
and Julie are a blessed addition to our 
family. 
 
Choir practice started on Wednesday night 
at 6:15, under the direction of Mary Lou 
Bartrow.  Then prayer service as usual at 7 
P.M.  Even our little Emma at four years old 
says a prayer.  What a blessing that our 
little ones learn at a young age to pray to 
Jesus. 
 
Ken Parker has been ill and needs our 
prayers.  He is doing much better as of this 
writing.  Esther Markey and Ella Haynes 
are having health problems also, and need 
our prayers. 
 
June is still rainy and cool, as the farmers 
are waiting to plant their crops, which by 
the middle of the month they were able to 
get some crops in.  Faith in the Lord carries 
us through, along with much prayer. 
 
On July 3, Priest Tom Essenmacher 
preached his first sermon.  He also 
performed his first marriage ceremony for 
his son and daughter-in-law. 
 
A special Father’s Day program, under the 
direction of Dora Guiterrez, Debbie Des 
Jardins and Nellie Haynes assisting, was 
enjoyed by all.  The theme was “My 
Father’s Hands.”  Several Scriptures and 
poems were read.  There was special music 
by Gary and Emma Des Jardins.  During the 
church service, Dawn Linden, daughter of 
Wayne and Mary Lou Bartrow, sang a 
beautiful song.  After the service we went 
downstairs to decorated tables for a 
delicious meal, after which gifts were 
given to each male present. 
 
July has more than made up for the cool, 
damp spring and beginning of summer.  
Some days are very hot and humid, but no 
complaining from this writer. 
 

Most of the crops look good and are 
growing in preparation for the fall harvest. 
 
Barent and Barb Eliason spent most of the 
month in Missouri attending church camp 
with granddaughters Sarah, Emma and 
Alex and visiting family.  As they left 
Missouri, they received a phone call that 
Barent’s cousin passed away, so they 
traveled to Iowa for the funeral on Friday.  
They returned home on Saturday in time 
for Barb to leave on Sunday for Erie Beach 
Children’s Camp.  Gary Des Jardins went 
with her to attend camp.  A first for Gary.  
He reported having an awesome time and 
wants to go back next year.  Janine 
Essenmacher was the camp nurse and 
Gary did get to see her often!  God bless 
each and every one who made this a 
special spiritual time for these youth. 
 
On July 17th, we were privileged to listen 
to special music by Ron, Sherry and Grace 
Johnson.  Grace also played the prelude 
music.  She is a very talented young lady, 
as is her family. 
 
Bev Miller was in the Port Huron hospital, 
but is home and doing much better, but 
needs prayers.  At the same time, Wayne 
Bartrow was in the Port Huron hospital 
with double pneumonia.  He is home and 
improving each day, but still needs 
prayers. 
 
The theme for this year’s Michigan 
Regional Reunion was, “O’ My People Saith 
the Spirit, Hear the Word of God Today,” 
by Joseph Luff.  We did hear the Word of 
God through spiritual messages and 
classes by Kevin and Carl Anderson (great, 
great grandsons of Joseph Luff) and Jared 
Smith.  Barent, Barb, Nellie and Julie 
Essenmacher stayed the whole week, 
along with the rest of our members, who 
attended during the day and night 
services.  What an inspiration we all 
received … we were inspired by the 
fullness of the Gospel!  Elder Barent 
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Eliason had a class about the Book of 
Mormon Lands, which was very 
informative and interesting.  Barb, Nellie 
and Kathleen sang in the choir, directed by 
Elder Todd Moses, who is so talented and 
can put together music that sounds divine.  
We all had a very special time and came 
home with a desire to serve the Lord and 
study to know more of His ways so we can 
continue to build Zion in a way that is 
pleasing to Him.  I also might add that the 
meals were delicious! 
 
Thank you Tom, Janine, and Julie for all 
the hard work you did landscaping around 
the church.  Thanks to Lowell and Dora’s 
Dad, Charlie, for mowing the lawn while 
Barent was away. 
 
The worship centers that were created by 
Dora, Mary Lou and Kathleen are very 
much appreciated. 
 
Bev Miller sang her very first solo, 
“Redeemer of Israel.”  Thank you, Bev, for 
a beautiful solo. 
 
We would like to thank all the visiting 
Priesthood who travel to our little branch 

and bring the gospel message to all of us.  
God bless each and every one of you.  Hod 
(Nina) Powers, Jay Havener, Edward 
McDonald, Brian (Cathy) Daggett, Jim 
(Jean) McLeod and Bob Ruch. 
 
Happy Birthday to: 
Joshua Bradley (5-21), Viola Phelps (6-
22), Bill Day (6-26), Jason Carpenter (6-
27), Missy Parker (7-10), Rebecca Bradley 
(7-18), Debbie Des Jardins (7-24), Stacey 
Bradley (7-26), and Janine Essenmacher 
(7-30). 
 
Happy Anniversary to: 
Jason and Shelly Carpenter (5-13), Steve 
and Missy Parker (5-27), and Dan and Bev 
Miller (5-29). 
 
 
 

 

 

    
    

    

    

 

 
 

Anyone with new Email/phone/other info that you want published 

please send it to Jim Bradley @ zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net ! 

  

 
 

Regional Activities for the next quarter 
 

� Oct. 1st   Book of Mormon Day @ Oakwood 
� Oct. 14, 15 &16 Women’s Retreat at Wesleyan 
Woods 
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From The Editor’s Desk:From The Editor’s Desk:From The Editor’s Desk:From The Editor’s Desk:            

I Was Never Promised 

 
I know as I sit here, I was never promised an easy life. 
 
I was never promised happiness or comfortability. 
 
I was never promised a roof over my head or food to eat on a daily basis. 
 
I was never promised that my family or I would be healthy and I was never 
promised that I would develop friendships that I hold dearly. 
 
I was never promised that today would be free and that I would have to 
exchange a day of my life for it. 
 
I was never promised that I will make a better tomorrow and with the utmost 
humility, make a difference in many people's lives. 
 
I was never promised clothing to wear on a daily basis and a washing 
machine and dryer to clean and dry them. 
 
I was never promised a direction in life and I certainly was not afforded a road 
map to get to where I belong. 
 
I was never promised the luxury of an automobile or the money to put gas in 
it. 
 
I was never promised that I would live in a modest home and fill it with the 
essentials to make a house, a home. 
 
I was never promised, but I do promise, to never take for granted the things 
that have been so graciously given to me in my life... 
 
I will give thanks on a daily basis for everything and everyone I touch and that 
touches me. 
 
I, as I sit here writing this to you, I know in a blink of an eye, that all of these 
things that I have can be gone. 
 
Gratitude, Gratitude, Gratitude...     
(Author unknown) 
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Anyone having articles or historical facts (that would be of interest to everyone), etc. 

please send them to me for future use. Please keep them to one page or less, as space is 

very limited and expensive. Thank you.   

 

Send to: 

 

Jim Bradley 

69250 Campground Rd. 

Romeo, MI 48065 

1-586-752-5965 Home 

1-586-876-3227 Cell 

 

Email to: zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net  

 

Email is highly preferred 
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“I have found the glorious gospel…” 

Sally CornishSally CornishSally CornishSally Cornish from Independence, Mo., will provide a weekend of 
classes on Emma Smith, The Elect Lady. 

 

Date:Date:Date:Date: Friday, October 14 - Sunday, October 16, 2011 

Time:Time:Time:Time: 6 p.m. Friday to 11 a.m. Sunday 

Place:Place:Place:Place: Wesleyan Woods Campground 

Vassar, MI 

 

Cost:Cost:Cost:Cost: $75 weekend fee paid by freewill donation 

Bring:Bring:Bring:Bring: Your scriptures, a tea cup, bedding, snacks to share, a great attitude! 

ContactContactContactContact: Val Bradley if you plan on attending by OCTOBER 1   by OCTOBER 1   by OCTOBER 1   by OCTOBER 1    

Phone: (586) 752-5965 or (586) 202-3351 

Email: zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net  


